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Imperial Russia 
Christian Raffensperger 

History 252H/C – 1W 

Spring Semester 2016 

MWF 10:20–11:20 A.M. 

Hollenbeck 318 

 

Russia occupies a unique position between Europe and Asia. This class will explore the 

creation of the Russian state, leading into the modern period.  We will begin with the 

Time of Troubles, a sprawling two decade civil war, series of foreign invasions, internal 

rebellions, and dynastic strife that sets up the new rulers of Russia – the Romanovs. The 

three-hundred year reign of the Romanovs is explored here through discussion of internal 

and external politics, society, and economics. We will devote serious attention to the 

foreign interactions of Russia as it begins to take its place in Eurasian affairs in this time, 

and become both a threat to, and savior of Europe, including defeating Napoleon. Gender 

will also occupy a significant portion of our time as we deal with eighteenth century 

Russia and its five ruling empresses, as well as such influential figures as Nicholas II’s 

wife, Alexandra. This period of Russian history cements its perception as an “other” to 

most of Europe, even when it is interacting with the other European powers in the 

Enlightenment, Seven Years War, Napoleonic Wars, and division of China. 

Writing Intensive 

Counts for RCEP Program 

 

Professor: Christian Raffensperger 

Office: Hollenbeck 311 

Office Phone: 937-327-7843 

Office Hours: MW 9:00-10:00 or by appointment 

E-mail address: craffensperger@wittenberg.edu 

 

Assignments and Deadlines 
The format for this class is lecture and discussion, and thus attendance is a main 

requirement of the course, as is participation.  

As a way to track your progress on the readings, there will be a series of quizzes 

during class. All quizzes will be unannounced. However, common themes for the quizzes 

will be maps and identifications of main people and concepts discussed in the class. The 

best way to prepare for these quizzes is to keep up with reading and lecture. If you have 
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will also discuss each of these historiographical controversies in class before the papers 

are due. 

The papers must use Chicago Manual of Style footnotes to document your 

evidence. If you have questions about this, or any other aspect of the papers, please ask 

me, or utilize the Writing Center on the first floor of Hollenbeck Hall. Papers must be 

turned in in hard copy, in class, the day that they are due. 

The first of these three papers will be an analysis of two presentations of the Time 

of Troubles. The first will be a modern one by the historian Chester Dunning, whose 

book we are reading for class. The second reading will be a classical perspective on the 

Time of Troubles by the Soviet History S. F. Platonov (in translation). This second 

reading, only excerpts of the whole book, will be on Moodle. You may also use class 

lecture to contextualize this issue, if you would like. Be sure to cite your sources 

appropriately and frequently.  

The second paper is an analysis of historians’ opinions regarding Catherine the 

Great. We will read pieces of Isabella de Madariaga’s work on Catherine II as well as 

excerpts from Robert Massie’s book on Catherine II, discuss them in class, and then you 

will write a historiography paper about them.  

The third paper will be an analysis of the work on the end of the Romanov period. 
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The Aftermath of Alexander; Decembrists; Attempts at Reform; Political backlash; 

Russian Expansion 

 

Week 11 (March 28, 30, April 1): Alexander II Reforms (Kills?) Russia (Exam 2 – 

Friday, 4/1) 
(Moss, 422–40; Chernyshevsky’s “What is to be done?” excerpt [Moodle]; Readings 3 

[Moodle]) 

Emancipation of the Serfs; Alexander as Reformer; Land and Freedom and other terrorist 

groups 

 

Week 12 (April 4, 6, 8): Alexander III and Nicholas II React 

(Moss, 441–490) 

Pobedonostsev and Alexander III react to reform; Nicholas II’s rise to power; Royal 

family as “family”; Rise of the revolutionaries; Russo-Japanese War 

 

Week 13 (April 11, 13, 15): The Revolutionary Times of 1905  

(Moss, 464–503; Fitzpatrick, The Russian Revolution 15–39 [Moodle]) 

Russification; The 1905 revolutions; Continuing unrest among the soldiers; Creation of 

the Duma; A missed chance at reform 

 

Week 14 (April 18, 20, 22): WWI and the February 1917 Revolution 

(A History of Russia [Moodle]) 

World War I and its impact on Russia; Fall of the Romanov dynasty 

 

Week 15 (April 25, 27, 29): The End of the Romanovs  

(Pipes, The Russian Revolution [Moodle]; Figes, A People’s Tragedy [Moodle]) 

End of the Romanovs Historiography Discussion  

 

Week 16 (May 2, 4): Catch Up Week (Paper 3 due Friday 5/6) 

Inevitably we will need these days to catch up on material as the schedule will shift 

during the semester 

 

Final Exam – Monday, May 9, 3:30–6:30 P.M. 

 

 

For More Information: 
Moss has an excellent collection of suggested sources at the end of each chapter. Find a 

chapter that contains what you are looking for, and search that list; it contains the 

classics, as well as the most modern scholarship. 

 

Communication with Faculty 

If you have questions about class, would like to kn
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something  polite as well. “Best wishes” “have a good day,” or something similar is just 

fine, followed by your name. I would emphasize that they are not fussy, outdated 

conventions, but things that you will need to know to live in the world. Employers will 

not appreciate the casual informality with which you might be most comfortable.  

 

Missed Examinations and Class Sessions 
A good rule of thumb is do not miss anything. However, if you are ill or have a conflict 

and cannot make a class, notify me in advance or as soon after the class as is possible. Do 

not miss examinations! If you have a conflict, notify me a minimum of one week in 

advance and we can schedule an exam as close to the




